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Small Group Leader Job Description

The Small Group Leader is the most critical person in the lifechange process of 
RiverTree.  Leadership is influence and you have been chosen to influence the lives of 
the people in your group.  

Here’s what we expect from the Coaching Team:

• Make sure you are spiritually healthy and growing

• Make sure you are developing an apprentice.

• Make sure you are actually helping your people grow – your group is focused
around the 5 L’s and each person in your group in taking their next step.

• Invest in your relationship with your Coach.

The Big Picture

Making It Happen

Making Sure That You Are Spiritually Healthy and Gr owing

People will now be watching your life as a person of influence. You don’t need to be a 
master teacher or be perfect, but you do need to be growing.  Make sure that your time 
and relationship with God have a clear priority in your life and that you are honest with 
your Coach about your growth.

Make Sure Your Group is Developing An Apprentice

This is 50% of your success as a Small Group Leader.  As a group leader, we are asking 
you to pray for, select and mentor an Apprentice Leader.  This has to be a major, regular 
conversation between you and your coach.

Make Sure You Are Actually Helping Your People Grow

This is the other half of success for the group leader.  Just holding meetings doesn’t 
necessarily move people toward Christlikeness.  The goal for anyone in a group is that 
they grow more and more in Christlikeness, becoming the man or woman God wants.  
Use the curriculum recommendations from RiverTree and the Lifetime Growth 
Conversation.  Move your people into areas of service according to their gifts.  Just keep 
the question constantly before you:  “How can I better help each person take his or her 
next step?”

Invest Time In Your Relationship With Your Coach

Your relationship with your Small Group Coach is extremely important .  It is a chance for 
you to communicate back how things are going and receive encouragement and help with 
your group.  Please make yourself available for this relationship to make you a better 
leader. 
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Small Group Leader Job Description
A Note About This Role 

This is a role of influence.  You don’t have to be perfect, but you do need to be a growing 
Christian.  

The gifts of leadership and teaching are not necessary to do this role with excellence.  

Time Requirements

It’s difficult to put an exact time on this role.  It involves so many variables and really 
depends on the stage your group members are in.  It might range from 2-5 hours per 
week depending on the week and the needs of your group.  However, we do want this to 
be a major ministry for you.  Please carve out the time to do this with excellence.  
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RiverTree Mission Statement 

A Church Anyone Can Come To and 

Become Fully What God Intends Them to Be.

Because of our deep love relationship with God, we are committed to: 

• Loving the lost and offering them new and eternal life. 

• Learning and growing in community. 

• Living the life that God has always wanted us to live, and, 

• Leading by giving ourselves away. 

Strategy
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Reaching Lost People

It was Jesus’ top priority.  It’s ours as well.  Jesus risked his reputation for people who were
away from God and so will we – as a church and as individuals.  Our God proved that He is 
a God anyone can come to and so we will be a church that anyone can come to.  We will do 
anything short of sin in order to be “all things to all people so that we might win some.”

Matthew 28:19-20, Luke 19:10, I Corinthians 9:22

Intentional Life Transformation

God loves us just the way we are but too much to leave us this way.  Jesus taught clearly that 
the goal of salvation is life transformation and he left his Holy Spirit with us for that very 
purpose.  Salvation and transformation are inseparable.  At RiverTree we expect every Christ 
–follower, from children to adults, to be growing regularly.  We want people to come and 
become fully what God intends them to be.

Matthew 28:19-20, Colossians 2:6-15, Matthew 5-7, Romans 8:29, 12:1-2

Excellence

It honors God and inspires people.  The lack of excellence communicates to people that God 
is not important or that we don’t care about them.  We want to be excellent in all we do, but 
not perfect.  We want to give our best, but we will also offer grace generously when mistakes 
happen.  Excellence is so important that in most cases, we will only start or continue 
something if we can do it with excellence.  Whether it’s our communication and music, how 
we hold babies in the nursery or how we take care of the building, we want to bring our “A 
game.”

Colossians 3:23, Malachi 1:8

DNA
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Serving – with no strings attached 

We are most like God when we serve, because he is a servant at heart.  He has been 
incredibly generous with us so that we can be generous with the people around us.  We know 
too that when we serve, it changes us.  We forget ourselves as we become part of God’s larger 
plan in this world.  Serving those on the margin of society will always take priority in our service 
as the Bible commands.

Philippians 2:1-15, James 1:27, Matthew 20:28

Children

We will invest in and love children for who they are right now and for how they will transform 
the future.  They are made in God’s image and we have the wonderful privilege of teaching 
them who God is and learning from them how to trust Him.  Children are not just a way to 
get to the parents, they are human beings created in God’s image and an absolute treasure.  
Our hearts are especially drawn to the unwanted children of the world.

Matthew 11:25; Matthew 18:3, Matthew 19:13-14, Matthew 21:15-16

Cultural Relevance 

Jesus became a real person to minister to real people.  The church must do the same.  We 
will maintain the incredible message of Scripture and try to deliver it in the most culturally 
relevant way possible to both Christians and to the unchurched. It may mean we use drama, 
movie clips, popular songs or TV shows to help move people from where they are on to God’s 
agenda.  So, whether it’s our publications, our messages, or our conversations with 
unchurched friends, we want to engage 21st century people in a 21st century way.

Acts 17:22-31, Matthew 8:10, Matthew 11:19
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Transformational Bible Teaching 

The Bible is God’s Word and is to be used for transformation, not  just  information.  At 
RiverTree, we don’t assume that everyone knows the Bible, but we assume that everyone is 
open to exploring it.  The Bible is our ultimate authority for living and leading and so we will 
teach it as clearly as we can, using the most effective methods, so that people will hear and 
their lives will be changed.  In our community groups, classes, seminars, and our weekend 
services, we will trust the teaching primarily to those with the spiritual gift of teaching.

Romans 10:14-15, II Timothy 3:14-17, Matthew 7:24-27, James 1:22-25

Pray 

God’s power is unleashed through the prayers of His people.  Prayer is our lifeline to God 
and the way we maintain the relationship we were created for.  We will encourage prayer in 
the life of every Christ-follower and build a prayer into the life and leadership of RiverTree.

Matthew 6:5-15, Romans 8:26, Ephesians 6:18, I Thessalonians 5:16-18, Matthew 17:20

Small Group Communities

Life change happens best in the context of relationships.  This kind of community means 
knowing and being known, loving and being loved, celebrating and being celebrated, and 
serving and being served.   Our goal for every Christ-follower at RiverTree is that they are 
growing with other Christ-followers.  We will offer opportunities to build relationships in larger 
settings but will always encourage Christians to be a part of a smaller community where real 
life transformation is the normal thing.

Acts 2:42-47, Galatians 5:13, Ephesians 4:2 and 4:32, Colossians 3:16, I Thessalonians 5:11
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Curriculum Selections for              
New Leaders

Life Application Bible Studies:  

John (MX)

Great Beginnings:  Serendipity Study (NB)

InterActions:  Community (MX)

InterActions:  Getting A Grip (MX)

(NB) – New Believers (MX) – Mixed Group

(S) – Seekers (MB) – Mature Believers
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… we are committed to …

InterActions: Getting a Grip by Bill Hybels (MX)

Getting a Grip guides you toward wise choices and disciplined action in five vital areas 
of your life: your time, your health, your finances, your spiritual life, and your 
relationships. As you learn what the Bible has to say about each of these, you’ll 
discover how able and eager Jesus is to help you obtain solid traction on the road of life.

Great Beginnings:  Serendipity Study (MX)

The first question that new small groups ask is, “Where do we begin?” This new Great 
Beginnings study is the answer. These six interactive sessions are fun, easy, and 
perfect for developing a sense of connection within your group. As you get to know one 
another and share your stories, you’ll also grasp the key ingredients for creating a great 
community.

Interactions: A powerful and challenging tool for building deep relationships between you and your 
group members, and you and God. Interactions is far more than another group Bible study. It's a 
cutting-edge series designed to help small group participants develop into fully devoted followers of 
Christ. 

Interactions:  Community by Bill Hybels (MX)

In this series of interactions you will grow in your ability to build healthy relationships 
and learn to develop and nurture lasting community. Leader's Notes for each 
chapter are included.

40 Days of Purpose – Purpose Driven Life by Rick War ren (NB)

It’s not about you. The purpose of your life is far greater than your own personal 
fulfillment, your peace of mind, or even your happiness. It’s far greater than your family, 
your career, or even your wildest dreams and ambitions. If you want to know why you 
were placed on this planet, you must begin with God. You were born by his purpose and 
for his purpose. 

Redefining Life:  My Identity by Margaret Feinberg

Who are you?  Who are you when no one is watching?  With unflinching honesty 
and challenge, the Redefining Life series helps young adults in their early to mid-
twenties ask essential, life-defining questions that will characterize their lives from 
this point forward.

LEVEL I
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The Discipleship Series:  Sharing Your Faith (MX)

This guide helps you face your fears about sharing your faith. You will consider 
Christ's own commands about evangelism. You will analyze nutshell version of 
the gospel message. You will walk with Peter and John to jail and out again, 
with new courage to share the gospel. You will sit with Jesus on the edge of a 
well in dusty Samaria and learn to love those who are unlovely. Sharing Your 
Faith is for those who realize the good news is too good to keep to themselves. 

LEVEL II

Jesus 101 Series by Bill Donahue (NB/MX)
*Authentic leader, Compassionate healer, Extreme fo rgiver, Provocative teacher, 
Relentless lover, Sacred friend, Supreme conqueror,  Truthful revealer

The Jesus 101 series is designed to help you engage with one another in your 
group, with the Bible and with the person of Jesus Christ. Based on the book: In the 
Company of Jesus, each study guide contains material for six meetings which 
probe more deeply into the ways we encounter and connect with Jesus. The 
experiences are designed to help you personalize that encounter individually and as 
a group. No homework preparation is required. Notes and tips for leaders are 
provided. 

Life Application Bible Studies – Mark (MX)

The Life Application Bible Commentary series is the only commentary to offer 
sermon and lesson applications alongside stirring commentary. Each volume in 
the series provides in-depth explanation, background, and application for every 
verse in the text. Perfect for sermon preparation and lesson planning, this one-
of-a-kind reference provides excellent quotes and a bibliography for additional 
commentary. 

Additional features include:
• Charts, diagrams and maps on the same page as their related verses.
• Quotes from various versions, such as NIV, NRSV and NLT
• Key information graphically highlighted

Life Application Bible Studies – John (MX)

The Life Application Bible Commentary series is the only commentary to offer 
sermon and lesson applications alongside stirring commentary. Each volume in 
the series provides in-depth explanation, background, and application for every 
verse in the text. Perfect for sermon preparation and lesson planning, this one-
of-a-kind reference provides excellent quotes and a bibliography for additional 
commentary. 

Additional features include:
• Charts, diagrams and maps on the same page as their related verses.
• Quotes from various versions, such as NIV, NRSV and NLT
• Key information graphically highlighted
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Examining the Claims of Jesus by Dee Brestin (NB) +  STRONG LEADER

How can we evaluate the claims of Jesus?  Was he just a deluded prophet of the first 
century?  A historical character out of step with his times?  Or was he really who he 
claimed to be-the Son of God?  What were His claims?  What response do his claims 
demand?  This study guide is for anyone who has questions about Jesus Christ.

Life Application Bible Studies –James (MX)

The Life Application Bible Commentary series is the only commentary to offer 
sermon and lesson applications alongside stirring commentary. Each volume in 
the series provides in-depth explanation, background, and application for every 
verse in the text. Perfect for sermon preparation and lesson planning, this one-
of-a-kind reference provides excellent quotes and a bibliography for additional 
commentary. 

Additional features include:
• Charts, diagrams and maps on the same page as their related verses.
• Quotes from various versions, such as NIV, NRSV and NLT
• Key information graphically highlighted
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LEVEL I

The Three Habits of Highly Contagious Christians by  Garry Poole (NB)

Jesus' call to spread the good news is a big challenge---so we need some practical 
steps and tools to help us. Poole offers three easy-to-use suggestions that show you 
how to build relationships with seekers, share the gospel with them, and bring them 
to outreach events. Simple, achievable habits---that matter for eternity!

LEVEL II/III

Becoming a Contagious Christian by Hybels/Mittelber g 
(REQUIRED CURRICULUM)

People matter to God. That foundational truth is why Bill Hybels planted a church 
where people can hear a clear, contemporary presentation of the gospel, relate to 
others who have decided to follow Jesus and respond to the life-changing good 
news of the gospel. In Becoming a Contagious Christian you will discover why we 
are called to be Contagious Christians, how authenticity, compassion and sacrifice 
help us relate to seekers and how to clearly share the gospel with those you love. 
This resource is designed for Sunday school, small group and individual study. Let 
Becoming a Contagious Christian revitalize your passion for evangelism and enable 
you to fulfill Christ's Great Commission!

Why Become a Christian? by Garry Poole (NB)

How can an all-powerful God allow suffering? Is Jesus really the only way to 
God? Why should I trust the Bible? Tough questions. Reasonable questions. 
The kinds of challenging questions you, or someone you know, may be asking, 
that are worth taking time to explore. In six discussions designed to get small 
groups thinking and interacting, each guide in the Tough Questions series deals 
frankly with objections commonly raised about Christianity.

Life Lessons with Max Lucado:  Book of Acts (NB)

Twelve lessons explore how the same men who doubted in Galilee, argued in 
Capernaum, and ran for their lives in Gethsemane are transformed by the 
resurrected King in the book of Acts. With scripture reading, inspirational readings, 
questions to answer, space for journaling, and a prayer, it's like studying the Bible 
with Max Lucado.
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Life Application Bible Studies:  Luke (MX)
The Life Application Bible Commentary series is the only commentary to offer 
sermon and lesson applications alongside stirring commentary. Each volume in 
the series provides in-depth explanation, background, and application for every 
verse in the text. Perfect for sermon preparation and lesson planning, this one-
of-a-kind reference provides excellent quotes and a bibliography for additional 
commentary. 

Additional features include:
• Charts, diagrams and maps on the same page as their related verses.
• Quotes from various versions, such as NIV, NRSV and NLT
• Key information graphically highlighted

Life Application Bible Studies:  Acts (MX)

The Life Application Bible Commentary series is the only commentary to offer 
sermon and lesson applications alongside stirring commentary. Each volume in 
the series provides in-depth explanation, background, and application for every 
verse in the text. Perfect for sermon preparation and lesson planning, this one-of-
a-kind reference provides excellent quotes and a bibliography for additional 
commentary. 

Additional features include:
• Charts, diagrams and maps on the same page as their related verses.
• Quotes from various versions, such as NIV, NRSV and NLT
• Key information graphically highlighted
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LEVEL I

Building Relationships Within God’s Family by Hybel s/Harney

Learn how you can forge strong, meaningful ties with others and with God. Find out 
how to move beyond superficial relationships and build lasting friendships. 
(6 sessions) 

Life Lessons with Max Lucado – Book of Genesis (NB)

This study highlights the themes of sin and its consequences as Lucado brings us 
back to the beginning of the Bible. This study reminds us that Gods promises are 
ever present even in difficult times. Each lesson has a Scripture passage, as 
inspirational reading, questions to answer, space for journaling, and a prayer.

How Could God Allow Suffering & Evil by Garry Poole

Where did evil come from? Why do innocent people suffer? Why doesn't God do 
something? Is the devil for real? How could a loving God send people to hell? Is 
there really a heaven? This revised edition of Tough Questions, designed for use in 
any small group setting, is ideal for seeker small groups. Based on more than five 
years of field-tested feedback, extensive improvements make this best-selling series 
easier to use and more appealing than ever for both participants and group leaders.

LEVEL II

Life Application Bible Studies:  Matthew (MX)

The Life Application Bible Commentary series is the only commentary to offer 
sermon and lesson applications alongside stirring commentary. Each volume in 
the series provides in-depth explanation, background, and application for every 
verse in the text. Perfect for sermon preparation and lesson planning, this one-of-
a-kind reference provides excellent quotes and a bibliography for additional 
commentary. 

Additional features include:
• Charts, diagrams and maps on the same page as their related verses.
• Quotes from various versions, such as NIV, NRSV and NLT
• Key information graphically highlighted



14

LE
A

R
N

IN
G

 A
N

D
 G

R
O

W
IN

G
 IN

 C
O

M
M

U
N

IT
Y

Life Application Bible Studies – Romans  (MX)
The Life Application Bible Commentary series is the only commentary to offer 
sermon and lesson applications alongside stirring commentary. Each volume in 
the series provides in-depth explanation, background, and application for every 
verse in the text. Perfect for sermon preparation and lesson planning, this one-
of-a-kind reference provides excellent quotes and a bibliography for additional 
commentary. 

Additional features include:
• Charts, diagrams and maps on the same page as their related verses.
• Quotes from various versions, such as NIV, NRSV and NLT
• Key information graphically highlighted

Experiencing God by Blackaby/King (MB) – Text and Wo rkbook

Learn to hear when God is speaking to you. Authors Blackaby and King 
encourage you to find out where God is working in the world around you so that 
you can join him. A workbook that can change your life, Experiencing God leads 
you in an exploration of the seven vital aspects of your relationship with God: 
knowing, loving, hearing, joining, believing, obeying and experiencing. The 
workbook includes text, questions, and activities. 
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LEVEL I

Fully Devoted by Ortberg/Poling (NB)

What does it mean to do everything "in Jesus name"? Is that an ideal attainable 
only by a few "super Christians"--or is it a way of life we can all experience? Fully 
Devoted, introduces participants to the core ideas behind transformation. 
Participants will be shown how to reinvent themselves in the best way possible; by 
immersing themselves in Jesus' perfect image, they will model themselves after him 
him more and more.

The Discipleship Series:  Spiritual Warfare (MX)

Becoming a Christian is like joining the army. You declare your allegiance to Jesus 
Christ and your willingness to serve him. Then you begin a lifetime of spiritual 
training and combat. Your survival and growth depend on your willingness to learn 
the basic disciplines of spiritual warfare. This study guide presents the superb 
"tactics and weaponry" God has put at ypur disposal. You'll learn how to know 
your enemy, choose your weapons, confront your doubts, face your temptations, 
overcome your struggles against sin, and plan for victory. 

When Tragedy Strikes:  Jesus’ Response to a World G one Wrong
by Mark Ashton

Six sessions. Discussion guides designed to help people from a variety of spiritual 
backgrounds discover the powerful life and teaching of Jesus in the context of 
small group.
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Redefining Life:  My Identity by Margaret Feinberg

Who are you?  Who are you when no one is watching?  With unflinching honesty 
and challenge, the Redefining Life series helps young adults in their early to mid-
twenties ask essential, life-defining questions that will characterize their lives from 
this point forward.

Home Builders: Considering Adoption: A Biblical Per spective (MX)
By Doug & Amy Martin and Jason and Trisha Weber 

Have you ever wondered if adoption is what God wants for your family? If so, 
this five-week small group study will help you discern if it is the right choice for 
you. Written by two couples with adopted children, Considering Adoption
transparently addresses your concerns and questions about a subject close to 
God's heart.
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The Model Marriage – Focus on the Family (NB/MX)
*Established relationships within group would be he lpful.

Love One Another As God Loves You Both. The more you give in love, the 
more you live in love. The Model Marriage study guide points to Jesus as 
the model for both partners as they learn to serve one another for the good 
of their relationship just as Jesus did. Four sessions of in-depth study 
discuss: how good marriages are built on making the right choices, how 
Jesus willingly and lovingly serves His Bride, how Jesus paid the ultimate 
sacrifice—His life for ours, and how to love your spouse the way Christ 
loves His bride—the Church. 

SHAPE Curriculum (MX)
(REQUIRED CURRICULUM)

This curriculum will help you to understand who God has made you to be 
and will lead you to understand how making your unique contribution will 
make a Kingdom difference for eternity. Learn about your SHAPE 
(Spiritual Gifts, Hearts, Abilities, Personalities, and Experiences) and how 
to be most effective and fulfilled serving in God’s Kingdom.
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The Life Application Bible Commentary series is the only commentary to offer 
sermon and lesson applications alongside stirring commentary. Each volume in 
the series provides in-depth explanation, background, and application for every 
verse in the text. Perfect for sermon preparation and lesson planning, this one-
of-a-kind reference provides excellent quotes and a bibliography for additional 
commentary. 

Additional features include:
• Charts, diagrams and maps on the same page as their related verses.
• Quotes from various versions, such as NIV, NRSV and NLT
• Key information graphically highlighted

LEVEL II

Life Application Bible Series:  Acts (MX)

The Life Application Bible Commentary series is the only commentary to offer 
sermon and lesson applications alongside stirring commentary. Each volume in 
the series provides in-depth explanation, background, and application for every 
verse in the text. Perfect for sermon preparation and lesson planning, this one-
of-a-kind reference provides excellent quotes and a bibliography for additional 
commentary. 

Additional features include:
• Charts, diagrams and maps on the same page as their related verses.
• Quotes from various versions, such as NIV, NRSV and NLT
• Key information graphically highlighted

Life Application Bible Series:  Corinthians (MX)

The Life Application Bible Commentary series is the only commentary to offer 
sermon and lesson applications alongside stirring commentary. Each volume in 
the series provides in-depth explanation, background, and application for every 
verse in the text. Perfect for sermon preparation and lesson planning, this one-
of-a-kind reference provides excellent quotes and a bibliography for additional 
commentary. 

Additional features include:
• Charts, diagrams and maps on the same page as their related verses.
• Quotes from various versions, such as NIV, NRSV and NLT
• Key information graphically highlighted
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Acts – The Spread of the Gospel by John MacArthur (M B)

Acts describes the world's initial response to Christ's Great Commission and the spread of 
the gospel. It provides details of the first three decades of the church's existence, material 
found nowhere else in the New Testament. To know the roots of your Christianity, you must 
study the Book of Acts. This MacArthur Bible Study series is excellent for personal 
devotions, small group study, adult Bible classes, and other Bible study opportunities. 

God’s Answers for Relationships and Passions (Corin thians) by Kay 
Arthur (MB)

This exciting inductive study series on 1st and 2nd Corinthians brings readers 
face-to face with the truth of God's precepts, promises, and purposes--in just 
minutes a day! Ideal for individual study, one-on-one discipleship, group 
discussions, and quarterly classes.

Boundaries in Marriage by Drs. Cloud & Townsend (MB )

Only when you and your mate know and respect each other's needs, choices, 
and freedom can you give yourselves freely and lovingly to one another. 
Boundaries in Marriage gives you the tools you need. Drs. Henry Cloud and John 
Townsend, counselors and authors of the award-winning best-seller Boundaries, 
show you how to apply the principles of boundaries to your marriage. This book 
helps you understand the friction points or serious hurts and betrayals in your 
marriage -- and move beyond them to the mutual care, respect, affirmation, and 
intimacy you both long for. 
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Too Small To Ignore by Dr. Wess Stafford (MB)

There are strategic, persuasive reasons-beyond love and kindness-to invest in 
children. Today they may snuggle into your lap, if you let them. But tomorrow 
you many not have access to them in the corridors of power they might occupy. 
Now is the time to shape the future.

The Catalyst Groupzine – Influence (MB)

With this in-depth study that looks and reads like a magazine, groups or 
individuals can develop leadership skills befitting today's Christian leaders. 
Take away an arsenal of ideas and best-practices to apply to your life, ministry, 
or workplace through six sessions of group study, relevant articles and book 
excerpts, self-assessment and reflection exercises, Bible references, stories of 
Next Generation Leaders, and more!

Boundaries by Drs. Cloud & Townsend 

Having clear boundaries is essential to a healthy, balanced lifestyle. A boundary is 
a personal property line that marks those things for which we are responsible,  
define who we are and who we are not. Physical, mental, emotional and spiritual 
boundaries impact all areas of our lives. Often, Christians focus so much on being 
loving and unselfish that they forget their own limits and limitations. Drs. Henry 
Cloud and John Townsend offer biblically-based answers to these and other tough 
questions, showing us how to set healthy boundaries with our parents, spouses, 
children, friends, co-workers, and even ourselves.

LEVEL I

LEVEL II

Twelve Ordinary Men Workbook by John MacArthur

Obedience to God causes ordinary people to do extraordinary things. That was 
the premise of John MacArthur's popular book Twelve Ordinary Men, in which 
he looked at the lives of Jesus' disciples. He showed how their availability and 
obedience enabled them to turn their world upside down. More importantly, he 
showed how the same could be true of you as well. Now John MacArthur has 
developed a practical workbook to enable you to foster obedience and 
availability to God in your own life. Used in conjunction with the book, the 
Twelve Ordinary Men Workbook offers valuable, life-changing insights for 
individuals and small groups alike.
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Twelve Extraordinary Women Workbook by John MacArth ur

Armed with the success of his best-selling Twelve Ordinary Men, Dr. John 
MacArthur turns his attention to twelve of the most remarkable women of the 
Bible. Summarizing their lives and the depth of their individual faith, he 
demonstrates the way in which God also requires women to fortify His kingdom. 
Drawing from both the Old and New Testaments, Dr. MacArthur highlights a 
wide range of heroines, including Anna, Eve, Hanna, Lazarus' sisters Martha 
and Mary, Mary Magdalene, Mary, mother of Jesus, Rahab, Ruth, as well as 
the woman at the well, the poor woman of Luke, the seductress of Proverbs 7, 
and the believer of Proverbs 31. 

Spiritual Leadership: Interactive Study by Henry T.  & Richard 
Blackaby (MB)

Follow God's design for success with Spiritual Leadership: The Interactive 
Study ! In this companion to their phenomenal bestseller, Henry and Richard 
Blackaby guide your small group to apply biblically based principles that will 
empower you to lead in the 21st century. Eleven weekly lessons address 
topics such as character development, communication, decision making, 
setting goals and priorities, preparation, and more. 

Walking in Power, Love and Discipline: 1 & 2 Timoth y/Titus by 
Arthur/Lawson/Vereen (MB)

Discover what God expects of believers in all areas of life including faith, 
deeds, morality, leadership, and attitude. Challenge yourself to walk in power, 
love, and discipline as outlined in these powerful books of the New Testament. 
This exciting inductive study series brings readers face-to face with the truth of 
God's precepts, promises, and purposes--in just minutes a day! Ideal for 
individual study, one-on-one discipleship, group discussions, and quarterly 
classes.

Life Application Bible Studies: 1 & 2 Timothy (MB)

The Life Application Bible Commentary series is the only commentary to offer 
sermon and lesson applications alongside stirring commentary. Each volume 
in the series provides in-depth explanation, background, and application for 
every verse in the text. Perfect for sermon preparation and lesson planning, 
this one-of-a-kind reference provides excellent quotes and a bibliography for 
additional commentary. 

Additional features include:
• Charts, diagrams and maps on the same page as their related verses.
• Quotes from various versions, such as NIV, NRSV and NLT
• Key information graphically highlighted
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Life Application Bible Studies: Philippians (MB)

The Life Application Bible Commentary series is the only commentary to offer 
sermon and lesson applications alongside stirring commentary. Each volume 
in the series provides in-depth explanation, background, and application for 
every verse in the text. Perfect for sermon preparation and lesson planning, 
this one-of-a-kind reference provides excellent quotes and a bibliography for 
additional commentary. 

Additional features include:
• Charts, diagrams and maps on the same page as their related verses.
• Quotes from various versions, such as NIV, NRSV and NLT
• Key information graphically highlighted

That I May Know Him – Philippians/Colossians by Kay Arthur (MB)

This exciting inductive study of Philippians and Colossians brings readers face-
to face with the truth of God's precepts, promises, and purposes--in just 
minutes a day! Ideal for individual study, one-on-one discipleship, group 
discussions, and quarterly classes.

Jeremiah: Demanding Love by Stephen Eyre (MB)

In these Bible studies on the Old Testament book of Jeremiah, Stephen Eyre 
focuses on twelve symbols that God offers Jeremiah, Israel--and you--to help 
describe his demanding love. New features of the revised LifeGuides include 
special options for group activities, additional questions for personal reflection, a 
"Now or Later" section with practical follow-up activities for use after the study or 
between sessions, expanded and improved leaders' notes and an attractive, 
redesigned format for easier reading. 
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Leading the First Seven Weeks

First Week – Group Formation

• Decide when and where the group will meet.

• Do an icebreaker activity, introduce each other to group members.

• This is the only meeting in which the leader can come without a prepared lesson.

Second Week – Get to Know Each Other

• Do an icebreaker activity.

• Share group expectations with group members (covenant).

• Complete the first lesson of group study.

• Pray with your group.

Third Week – Icebreaker/Growing Together

• Lead group in a team building exercise or icebreaker.

• Complete the second lesson of group study

• Pray with your group.

Fourth Week – Doing Life Together

• Lead group in a team building exercise or icebreaker.

• Ask group members for ideas of what they would like to study.

Refer to RiverTree’s curriculum list for no-fail ideas.

• Complete the third lesson of group study.

• Pray with your group.  Leader may want ask each group member to pray one sentence

prayer aloud and leader will start and close the prayer time.
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Fifth Week – Group Study
• Lead the group in an icebreaker or team-building activity.

• Complete the fourth lesson of group study.

• Finalize and select the curriculum that your group will use next.

• Pray with your group.  Leader may want to start and finish prayer.  Ask if any 

group members would like to pray aloud.

** Order curriculum from RiverTree bookstore – Give the name of the leader and 
the total number of books that your group will need.  Individual group members 
will pick up his/her copy at the bookstore under the leader’s name.

Sixth Week – Group Study

• Lead the group in an icebreaker or team-building activity.

• Complete the fifth lesson of group study.

• Inform members about purchasing curriculum from the bookstore.

• Pray with your group.

Seventh Week – Wrapping Up The Study
• Lead the group in an icebreaker or team-building activity.

• Complete the sixth lesson of group study.

• Remind members to get their copy of the new curriculum from the bookstore.

• Pray with your group.

Leading the First Seven Weeks



25

RiverTree Small Group Covenant
Our purpose as a Small Group is to encourage each other to grow in five areas.

Our authentic relationship with God – everything flows from this.

Loving: Our love for lost people.
Learning: Growing in our knowledge of Scripture and in community.
Living: Serving other people with our gifts and resources.
Leading: Making an impact for Christ by giving ourselves away.

1. We will meet for _________ weeks, after which we will evaluate our direction.

2. We will be prepared at our meeting times.

3. We will meet from _________ to ________ and we will strive to begin and end on time.

4. We will meet at _____________________________________________ (place).

5. We will study __________________________________________________________

6. We will commit to doing the following ministry tasks as a group:

Inside the church ______________________________________________________

Outside the church _____________________________________________________

We will agree to the following primary values for our group:

Priority – While we are in this group, we will make meetings a priority.

Participation – Everyone in our group is strongly encouraged to participate and no one 
dominates.

Confidentiality – Anything of a personal nature that is said in the meeting is never repeated 
outside the meeting without permission.

Open Chair – Our group will  pray  for  new  people  until  we  reach  a  maximum size of 
fourteen.  We will first look for people who come to RiverTree weekend services.

Multiplying Ourselves – After 24-36 months, our group will help start or birth other groups.

I agree to all of the above: ______________________ _________ Date: _____________
(Signature)
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Small Group Leader Resources

The Complete Book of 
Questions by Garry Poole

201 Great Questions 
by Jerry D. Jones

Small Group Idea Book:  
Resources to Enrich Community, 

Worship, Prayer, Nurture and 
Outreach by Cindy Bunch

Leading Life-Changing Small 
Groups by Bill Donahue

Making Small Groups Work 
by Drs. Cloud/Townsend

Nine Keys to Effective 
Small Group Leadership 

by Carl George

How to Lead Small Groups 
by Neal McBride

Growing People Through 
Small Groups by 

Stark/Veldman Wieland

The Big Book of Small 
Groups by Jeff Arnold

Tough Questions Series by 
Garry Poole and Judson Poling
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Health     Check for Home Groups
Please rate from a scale of 1 (lowest) to 5 (highest).

A Deep Love Relationship with God

Our group consistently studies curriculum together to encourage growth
in our deep love relationship with God.

1 2 3 4 5

Our group encourages independent Spiritual development: books, CDs, 
conferences, reading God’s Word, serving areas.

1 2 3 4 5

Loving the Lost and Offering Them Life

Our group members are working at building relationships with seekers.

1 2 3 4 5

Our group participates in service projects regularly.

1 2 3 4 5

Learning and Growing in Community

Our group members have signed the group covenant and are 
accountable to each other.

1 2 3 4 5

We have group prayer and accountability during our meetings.

1 2 3 4 5
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Health     Check for Home Groups
Please rate from a scale of 1 (lowest) to 5 (highest).

Living the Life God Has Always Wanted Me to Live

Our group members have taken the SHAPE curriculum.

1 2 3 4 5

Our group members are consistently serving in their area of giftedness.

1 2 3 4 5

Leading by Giving Myself Away

Our group leader(s) is developing an apprentice.

1 2 3 4 5

Our group encourages other group members to facilitate part or all of a 
small group session.

1 2 3 4 5
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IMPACTING OTHERS FOR CHRIST
Let your light so shine before men that they may see your good works and glorify your 
Father which is in Heaven. Matthew 5:16

Impacting Our Church and Community
Weekly/Monthly

• Saturday night and Sunday morning – Chair Set Up and Tear Down
• Saturday night and Sunday morning – Greeters/Servers/Parking
• Saturday night and Sunday morning – Nursery/Sunday School
• Saturday night and Sunday Morning – Prayer Partners/Decision Shepherd Teams
• RiverTree Resource Center/Library
• RiverTree Café
• RiverTree Food Pantry
• RiverTree Christian School – reading/tutors
• Mighty Men of RiverTree/Women of Influence
• Bulletin folding and stuffing
• Hospital visitation
• Funerals – food
• Landscape Team
• CD Ministry
• Matthew 25 – Oil Changing Group

Seasonal 

• Bible Studies – room set up, clean up, hospitality
• Mission Trips – participate, monetary gifts, care packages, snacks, etc.
• Decorating – Christmas decorations, outdoor seasonal flowers, etc.
• Care Packages – RiverTree college kids (out-of-town), cards
• Special Events – chili supper, hog roast, Pumpkin Patch
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IMPACTING OTHERS FOR CHRIST
Let your light so shine before men that they may see your good works and glorify your 
Father which is in Heaven. Matthew 5:16

Impacting Stark/Summit Counties

• Refuge of Hope – soup kitchen/men’s shelter - Canton
• The Canton Children’s Home of Ohio
• Pregnancy Support Center – Canton 
• Canton Christian Home – Canton 
• Project KARE (stockings) - Ohio Department of Job & Family Services/Stark County

Impacting the World

• Compassion International
• ChildReach Ministries 
• Missionaries – care packages, thank you cards
• Operation Christmas Child – shoe box gifts for kids
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Service and Outreach Opportunities
Across the Street and Around the World

RiverTree does not just “support missions” – we partner with other ministries 
and churches to introduce people to Christ, both locally and globally, and to 
help them become fully what God intends them to be.  We believe that we 
need to minister in a special way to people on the margin of society and that 
God has entrusted to RiverTree a special ministry to children both within and 
outside our church.  Therefore, many of our ministry partnerships focus on 
providing care to children on the margin of society.

RiverTree selects ministry partners based on the following criteria:

• Financial Integrity

• Leadership Effectiveness 

• Evangelistic focus and “fruit”

• Alignment with Mission, Vision and Values

• Doctrinal Alignment

• Prayer-bathed consensus of the selection team

Other than prayer, one of the most important factors is the opportunity for 
RiverTree individuals and groups to be personally and significantly involved 
in the ministries of our partners.

Significant resources are provided directedly by RiverTree Christian Church  
to financially support outreach as well as community and global missions. We 
encourage you to examine our ministry partners and prayerfully consider 
where you may be able to use your gifts and resources to impact lives for 
Christ.

Go to www.rivertreechristian.com and click Global Impact for additional 
information about any of the following synergy partners as well as links to 
their websites.
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Service and Outreach Opportunities
Across the Street and Around the World

Refuge of Hope – Downtown Canton

The mission of Refuge of Hope at the Open Door Chapel is to provide spiritual hope, 
food, clothing and shelter to people in crisis in the greater Canton area.  The Refuge of 
Hope  at  the  Open  Door  Chapel  serves meals, provides clothing, offers youth 
programs, offers counseling and spiritual nurture and has a homeless shelter housing 
between 20-30 men nightly.  A new facility is on the “drawing board” and is projected to 
open in Fall 2006.

Opportunities to help: Many RiverTree adults, teens, small groups and families are 
involved in supporting and serving at the Refuge of Hope.  Specifically, you can:

• Donate clothing for men, women, children and infants, household 
items and food items.  Call 330.456.3213 for specific food needs.

• Serve at the soup kitchen or with the Hope Mobile
• Assist with clothing ministry
• Teach Bible classes

Contact: Rachel Byelene at rachel@refugeofhope.com or at 330.456.3213 or visit
www.refugeofhope.com.

The Christian Children’s Home of Ohio – Wooster, Ohio

The mission of the Christian Children’s Home of Ohio is to bring healing to hurting children 
and families.  Since 1969, CCHO has made the difference between hopelessness and 
hope in the lives of nearly 3,000 children through its foster care and group home settings.  
In 1999, Christian Children’s Home also founded an orphanage and a street ministry in 
the Ukraine.

Opportunities to help:

• Help on special work projects
• Assist with bulk mailings
• Provide support and outreach to kids (training available)
• Short term “odd jobs”
• Missions trips to the Ukraine

Contact: Peter Hall at 330.345.7949
www.ccho.org
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– Canton, Ohio

In 1985, Christians in Stark County have offered practical help to moms and their babies 
through the Pregnancy Support Center.  The Center provides factual information, 
decision-making assistance and compassionate support in the matters of crisis pregnancy 
and sexual lifestyle from a Biblical world view.

Opportunities to help:

• Donate maternity and baby clothes 
• Provide client services and counseling (training is available and required) 
• Help with office, reception, computer support
• Maintenance work
• Church liaison
• Provide professional services

Contact: Kathy Specht at 330.494-1860 or spechtk@rivertreechristianchurch.com or
Pregnancy Support Center at 330.455.7500 or www.pscstark.com

Service and Outreach Opportunities
Across the Street and Around the World

– Canton, Ohio

Officially opened in 1976, Canton Christian Home provides the highest level of quality 
care and services to older adults, compassionately meeting their needs in a Christian 
homelike environment and promoting their health, security, happiness, and usefulness in 
longer living.

Opportunities to help:

• Visit and read to residents
• Help on outings
• Work in gift shop

Contact: Larry Burgett at 330.456.0004
www.cantonchristianhome.org
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– Canton, Ohio

Habitat for Humanity of Greater Canton works in partnership with God and people 
everywhere to develop communities with God’s people in need by building and renovating 
houses.  Habitat for Humanity was created to demonstrate the love and teachings of 
Jesus Christ.  So although not one of RiverTree’s formal synergy partners, it is natural 
that the church – Christ’s body on the world – should be a primary partner in Habitat’s 
work.  

Opportunities to help:

If you wish to organize a team to build a home or simply want to serve on a construction 
team, feel free to contact Habitat for Humanity of Greater Canton at 330.456.4663.

Service and Outreach Opportunities
Across the Street and Around the World

Compassion International – Colorado Springs, Colorad o 

Compassion International exists for one simple reason:  to break the cycle of poverty for 
children everywhere and to help them to become all that God intends them to be.  That 
work has continued and grown for over 50 years.  Today, Compassion helps over 500,000 
children in over 20 countries through individual sponsors like you.

Opportunities to help: The RiverTree family has sponsored more than 350 children, 
primarily in Ecuador.  You can help by:

• Sponsoring one or more children
• Traveling on a short-term missions trip to Ecuador
• Serving on the RiverTree Compassion Team that 

champions Compassion at our church 

Contact: Gary Dolan at 330.494.1860 or at dolang@rivertreechristian.com
www.rivertreechristian.com or www.compassion.com
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Service and Outreach Opportunities
Across the Street and Around the World

ChildReach Ministries - Canal Fulton, Ohio

Dedicated to loving the world - one child at a time, ChildReach Ministries was founded in 
2004 with the two-fold purpose of assisting in the building of children’s homes for orphaned 
and abandoned children and facilitating short-term missions trips for Compassion, 
International, Youth Groups, etc.  In 2004, the organization helped to open a children’s 
home in Peru called New Life Christian Home and supports another orphanage in Peru, 
Hogar de Ninos.  Plans are underway in Peru to build Hannah's Home where pregnant teens 
(ages 10 to 15) and their unborn children can receive care in a safe environment. 
ChildReach Ministries currently hosts trips to North, Central, and South America, as well as 
having been to bring their rescue efforts to Ecuador, Colombia, and Nigeria.

Opportunities to help:

• Missions Trips
• Monetary donations 
• Become a monthly sponsor 
• Donate to Hannah’s Home – gift registry at WalMart 

(http://www.walmart.com/giftregistry/gr_detail.do?registryId=01840136002).  
Registration – First Name:  CHILDREACH  Last Name:  MINISTRIES

Contact:  Gary Dolan at 330.494.1860 or at dolang@rivertreechristian.com
Terry Hunka, Executive Director of ChildReach Ministries, at 330.854.2227
or terry@sssnet.com, www.rivertreechristian.com or www.childreachministries.org

Round Lake Christian Assembly – Loudonville, Ohio

Established in 1950, RLCA offers an unusual setting apart from the routine of daily living 
where children are taught Bible content and Christian conduct.

Opportunities to help:

• Help with annual clean-up of campground
• Maintenance work
• Become a camp counselor or teacher
• Assist with summer camp
• Special work projects 

Contact: Greg Eichelberger at 419.827.2017 
www.roundlake.org
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Operation Christmas Child (Samaritan’s Purse) – Boone, NC

Operation Christmas Child brings joy and hope to children in desperate situations around 
the world through gift-filled shoe boxes and the Good News of God’s love.  This program of 
Samaritan’s Purse provides an opportunity for people of all ages to be involved in a simple, 
hands-on missions project while focusing on the true meaning of Christmas – Jesus Christ, 
God’s greatest gift. In 2005, RiverTree Christian Church and School families assembled 
more than 1,000 shoe boxes.

Opportunities to help:

• Package and donate a shoebox (November)
• Staff collection tables (November) 
• Help with publicity (September through November)
• Bulk package the shoeboxes for shipping (November) 
• Drive the boxes to an Akron location (late November)

Contact: Michelle Rosetti at 330.244-9168 
www.rivertreechristian.com or www.samaritanspurse.org

Service and Outreach Opportunities
Across the Street and Around the World

Benevolence/Hunger Task Force – RiverTree Christian Church, Massillon, Ohio

This ministry of RiverTree Christian Church assists those in financial distress through 
spiritual mentoring, financial counseling and financial assistance.  A significant arm of this 
ministry is the Hunger Task Force, which provides food for those in need.

Opportunities to help:

• Provide financial counseling and spiritual mentoring
• Donate food items 
• Organize food pantry
• Change oil (Matthew 25)
• Minor house repairs and yard work

Contact: Cliff Price at 330.494.1860 or at pricec@rivertreechristian.com
www.rivertreechristian.com


